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THEATER WITHHU‘T WALLS
- Withan eye on the future;,
Segerstrom Center for the Arts
is out to improve the commumty

by Law a Bieaberg

Natalia Mava was Wvears old when she gotthe news thather parents had ahle ::ulmmlly, mv:cail\r and educationally”
tested positive for HIV. Within six months she started attending Kids

Club; & speclal program at AIDS Serviccf- Foundation QOrange County. TH E ‘Miss ! M OF THE AT E_R .-
1t focuses on giving children coping skills, and it exposed her to infor-  orchestras, museams, and datce com-
mation about HIV/AIDS and helped her plan toward higher education.  panieshas long been to give us playsand
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arts-based community develapment of
today... 15 it'% 8 more humble place for the

arts to start from. We don't know whatour

role bs in (a community} undl we havea

conversation with you about how your

" world eon be better, Then we probably

have something to offes, Integrating the

arts inte any challenge makes that chal-
lenge mare surmounteble”

When center officials reached our to
suggest 4 partnership with Alzheimer's
Orange County, they asked how they
eonld provide assistance 1o the group's oli-
ents—men and women with dementiaand
their funilies snd earepivers. Together,
the two erganizations decided to begin
offering movement and music workshops
in BrainDance, whichisbelieved to have
therapeutic effects and also provides
socializingoppormnities for participants,
At a recent class in a large room at the

_group’s Irvine headquarters, seven cou-
ples are swaying. sauntering circling, and
singing. These men and women-—most

older then 60—smile and reset enthusi-
astically to their earnest teacher, As the
group dances inta the middle of the room,
the teacher cajoles, “We don’t have to be
like aschool of fish, all going i the same
direction.” So somie subtly shift their spac-
ing, striding sway from one anather to fill
the entire dence cirele,

Kim Bsiley, program and education spe-
cinlist for Alzheimer’s Orange County, i
enthusiastic about the m!l&buraﬁan, say=

 ingshe neverimagined that Segerstrom

Center had programs like this. “You could
see from the expressions on our elients’
faces how much the aetivity means to

them,” she says. “When you think ahout

what it means to goeto the theater ... this
is notthe picture you get in your mind.”

AWOTHER PIECE OF THIS INITIATIVE
is a physical makeover of the center's
12-pere camyis on Town Center Drive, s
long-talked-abott and deluyed $14 million
remodel of theJulianne and George Argy-

rau Plaza. Groundbreaking is now sloted
for mid-Janaary on the 54,470-square-
foot plaza, which was pariiaily redone
10 vears ago and has since been the site
of free summer movie screenings, dance
parties, and ather events,

Center officials want to make what
hzs been alargely hot, barren, ond often
breezylandscape into a comfortable place
to hang out, with a pienie ares under
shade trees, benches, a cafe, free WiZFi;

- and two ouirdoor stages, New lighting and

sound systems are planned. The current
ambitious schedule calls for 30 weekends
of free programming every yaar, includ-
ing presentations by other local arts orga-
nizations, Officials hope to complete the
plazainlate fall 2017, '

Dawyer believés itwill become nothing
less than a*town square for all of Orange
County, ... I really think we are in this
reimaginingof whatit means tohe g gmat
performing arts center. 1 think we ara cre-
atinga new model." @
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musicals, paineings and sculpiures, sym-
phonies, and baliats, Art in s comtnanal
setting was the peimary purpose,

Thay is still first priority. Botinstiou-
LUt MU, ﬂwwumw—imgﬁ wall, aradl
inbétween—started expandingtheir mis-

;| sions decides age. Educational programs

for children were 2 first and natural addi-
tion because children grow up o be the
next generations of ticket buyers.

Now, snys Dyer, it's important to be
involved I other kinds of activities, and
not s6lely for the purpose of inspiring
few audiences, is counterintuitive os
that sounds.

o know, we would dike cverybody
t sttend & shaw, but it dessa't matker
iFeverybody doesnt) Prwyer explaing,
“Wewant tobe refevant intheir Hees slse.

“Thar’s in-parr-why this whele ratge of

: pmgmm'ihns avalved

‘Same takeplroe online. In August, center
affiedals invited Inha Crmwfard, TIC Trvine
associate professorof dance and mediaarts,
tocollaborate with danpers from Russia's
“Mariinsky Thiatre, whowere at the ceorer
to performy in “Tour de Foree ITE" Craw-
ford attended a rehearsal with the daneers,
introducing them to an interactive digi-
tal media system hie invented. The center”
streamed the ereative back-and-forth Ive
on Facehook, sitracting nearky 1000 view-
©r% to this aristic encounter, Dwyer says
this, tein, is.parf of fhe center s new mission.

“1 think there will be 5 (center) con-

1 stituency that’s entively based in social

‘media” he says. “Our astendmee needs

. ta grow, butit nesds co grow in paid and
¢ unpaid (evens)”

| THIS IDEA OF ARTS GROUPS BRING-

| ingevalue added” experiences o their

eommunities is bubbliog up in cities-
across the Eountry, kays Ulay Lord, s
“vide president with Americans forthe
Arts, a Washingron D.C.-based advocacy
nonprofit, The theory i3 that the arts can
Help to improve any commauiity—but
artr administrators first have ta reach
nut, rather than expecting residents to
come to them,

“The iden that &t bappeas inside these
hallowed halis doesn't really work for
evervone,” Lord saps. “Wiat's great aboug



